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the present case the difficulty is in reality small and only likely to repel amateurs of the science. The latter generally ignore the existence of amyl alcohols and iso-meric amylenes; their opinion, however, is of little importance, and it would be waste of time to discuss it.
VI.
Constitutional formula are based upon the principle of the reciprocal saturation of atoms or of the atomic chain, a principle which follows from the notion of atomicity, of which it is the most important consequence. It has its source in facts, and is of practical utility, for chemists are continually making use of it in discussions relative to the constitution of bodies and to the interpretation of their properties. But it is necessary to make, or rather to renew, a limitation to the signification of these constitutional formulas. Although they indicate the relations between, atoms, they do not pretend to mark their position in space. The latter problem, which relates to the form of molecules, lies beyond the sphere of positive chemistry, although this science may furnish elements for its future solution. An attempt has, however, been made to solve it, so that we are justified in offering a few remarks on the subject.
A molecule formed of two atoms, such as hydrochloric acid, evidently possesses a simple form, which is linear if, instead of considering the atoms themselves, we consider the mean positions of their centres of gravity.